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U.S. Says Managua Harasses
Embassy’s Nicaraguan Staff

By SHIRLEY CHRISTIAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 12 — The State

Department accused the Nicaraguan
Government today of harassing Nica-
raguan employees of the United States
Embassy in Managua by subjecting
them to hour$ of interrogation by state
security agents.

Charles E. Redman, a department
spokesman, said the United States had
protested the questioning to the Nicara-
guan Government and demanded that
the practice be halted immediately.

Mr. Redman said 14 Nicaraguans
who work for the embassy were sum-
moned to the headquarters of the Na-
tional Directorate of State Security for
questioning betwéen Nov. 2 and Nov. 7.
He said the sessions had lasted 6 to 13
hours and had been “‘intense and abu-
sive.’

“All have been accused of working
for the . all have been told
they gg;g Qnsoners, Mr. Redman

id. ““‘So far, ve released

ai
% Wwith warnings that they wi
er surveillance in the future.

“We reject an claims that these em-
were enga; € ac-

tivities,”’ Mr. Redman saxd “All are

employed in the normal sorts of sup-

port functxons, as fOTelliE natx%lg in

any . embassy in the wor
‘Psychological Abuse’ Is Chargea

Mr. Redman said that the sum-
monses usually came late in the
evening and that those questioned were
subjected to ‘‘psychological abuse’”
and ‘‘verbal insults.” He said they
were kept in small, windowless rooms,
were allowed to sit or speak only with
the permission of the interrogator, and
were forced to walk with their heads
down and eyes on the ground, accom-
panied by armed guards.

He said the 14 employees called in for
questioning performed various jobs in
the embassy and included drivers and
office workers.

The formal protest note was pre-
sented to the Nicaraguan chargé d’af-
faires in Washington this morning by
Wwilliam Walker, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State, Mr. Redman said.

Asked if the United States was con-
sidering closing the embassy, Mr. Red-
man said he had no information ‘‘that
would lead me in that direction.”

Mr. Redman denied that the Amer-
ican protest was a form of response to
President Daniel Ortega Saavedra’s
statement on Monday that his Govern-
ment would not sign any regional peace

agreement until the United States
haited aid to the Nicaraguan rebels.

‘Part of a Pattern’
Another State Department official,

. who deals with Nicaraguan issues, said

the interrogations were ‘‘part of a pat-
tern of activities common in East bloc
countries.”

He said the Nicaraguan authorities
| put additional security forces around
. the embassy a few months ago. The se-
curity agents, he said, routinely ques-
tion Nicaraguans trying to enter the
embassy or the consulate to obtain
visas or inquire about such things as
scholarships.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201110005-5



